632            CARTHAGE COULD NOT SUCCEED.

is yet in constant use among the Continental nations, who,
it must be allowed, have carried war and its nomenclature to
a higher degree than has been done in England or America.

When Hannibal reached Italy he began his campaigns
with a bold offensive. Rome had been used to no system
other than taking the offensive herself. To be driven to the
defensive was so much of a novelty to her that it required
the lesson of three or four bitter defeats to teach her that
there was something greater than even her military audacity
in the genius of Hannibal. These defeats, however, did
teach Rome the necessary lesson. She went diligently to
school to Hannibal, and first under Fabius, but more intelli-
gently under Marcellus, began a system of what is called
offensive-defensive, which was her only safety. From the
time she did this, and put her ablest men to the front, the
scale began to turn in her favor, because her body-politic was
sound and her system right, and because the system of Car-
thage was blind in not sustaining Hannibal, and her political
structure feeble from the corner-stone up. While Rome was
acting the patriotic part, and with military sense, Carthage
was intent on nothing but the holding of Spain as a mere
mart for trade.

Apart from the fact that for the future of the world it was
essential that Rome should be the winner in the struggle
against Punic institutions, it was a predetermined fact that
Rome must succeed, owing to her military soundness as
against the military rottenness of Carthage. If Rome did
not succeed in this war, she would in the next. It is all the
more wonderful that Hannibal held himself for fifteen years
in the Italian peninsula. It has already been pointed out
how, after Cannae, there were opposed to Carthage at all
times twenty to twenty-five legions, of which four to twelve
were in Hannibal's immediate front. The Roman armiestion, or perhaps Lee under other eomti-
